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Caption: Making greater sense of the Australian Alps also makes them more valuable, and the newly 
released Australian Alps is a brilliant tool. Here photographed is Main Range, Kosciuszko National 
Park. (Photo: Phil Ingamells) 
 

THE BOOK 
It’s no surprise that the book that’s being reviewed here, offers as many unexpected 
moments as the Alps themselves. Just as the Australian Alps can be studied, enjoyed 
and protected on many different levels, this book of the same name can be picked up, 
enjoyed, and also used as a solid and comprehensive reference. You may have a 
casual interest in this particular part of Australia, or be someone who enjoys a hands-
on, long-term working relationship with these mountains. Whatever: this book 
manages to present everyone with what they’re looking for in a format that will work 
for them. 
 
And that’s thanks to the fact that Deirdre Slattery is the perfect package to be its author. She 
has a long association with the Alps. She spent many years helping students explore this 
landscape’s many aspects. And she – like most people who are exposed to the Alps – 
appreciates their value. Which brings us to a spoiler alert. Wrapped in and around its 
fascinating and comprehensive content, this book carries a clear message. It calls out – not 
in an evangelical or strident tone – for thoughtful stewardship. It’s a simple and obvious 
stance, and once the book is read, it would be hard to disagree with the author. 
 
On a practical note, Deirdre offers a tip for how best to use the book. The first five chapters 
are designed to function as a reference guide. These cover the geology of the landforms, 



 
 

weather & climate, vegetation and the fauna. This first section is an ideal go-to when you are 
literally in the space and would like to gain a better understanding of what’s happening 
around you and why. The later part of the book is to savour at leisure, as it takes the reader 
through a wonderful series of stories associated with the Alps: on Aboriginal life, settlers and 
pastoralists, mining, water & electricity, science & research, and conservation. There’s also a 
practical section right at the close with tips on how to make the most of a visit to the national 
parks that lie within the Australian Alps. Published by the CSIRO, Australian Alps is the book 
we should all have. Available here.  
 
 

 
Caption: Armed with a copy of Australian Alps, what you see makes more sense. Looking at this 
landscape, (above) on the Mitta Mitta River it would be easy to assume these rocks have been 
weathered by forces of nature rather than grinding rocks held by human hands over many, many 
hundreds of years. But there’s been no human intervention in the rock below that has been ‘sliced’ 
thanks to the constant heating and cooling over many seasons. (Photo: Richard Hosking and David 
Tatnall) 

 
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/7282.htm
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SUMMIT ON THE SUMMIT: Agency staff, researchers, guests and the new Alps Program 
Reference Group membership gathered at Thredbo in November to share in the Programs’ 
2015 symposium: the aim was to bring together the new membership, share the many 
research projects underway and to outline the new structure and strategic intent for the 
program in the next three years was a success. The two days were a splendid success. 
Office of Environment & Heritage NSW Chief Executive Terry Bailey, an ex-Alps aficionado 
himself provided a thoughtful view of the years ahead and great possibilities via the Program. 
And a top morning on the Thursday was shared with a walk out to Kosciuszko view and the 
headwaters of the Snowy River (pictured above). A ‘Utopian’ experience. Marvellous! 

NEW JAPANESE HOLIDAY: Dawning August 11 2016 will be a new public holiday in Japan.  
National Mountain Day. The new public holiday will celebrate all things mountain-related in 
Japan, a nation whose culture is founded on nature inspired Shintoism. Lobbied by the 
Japanese Alpine Club and other mountain-related groups the objective is to share 
”opportunities to get familiar with mountains and appreciate blessings from Mountains”. Wow!  
Perhaps an objective for the 2018-2020 Australian Alps Program’s strategic plan?  
 

 
Here in Australia, ACT staff were out and about at Namadgi National Park on International 



 
 

Mountain Day: (L to R) Ranger Brandon Galpin (ACT Parks and Conservation), Mary 
Gleeson and Jennifer Dunn (ACT Heritage) on the border at Bulls Head. 
 
TWO NEW LANDSCAPE INITIATVES: The Australian Alps Program is promoting 
opportunities to develop new management approaches and thinking. ONE: The first looks at 
landscape icons and threats, and pathways to improve management of biodiversity at the 
landscape level. The Natural Icons and Threats Framework facilitates a landscape-level 
strategic assessment of values, threats, and condition of a protected area. TWO: Concerns 
an Alps generic vegetation classification and mapping system. This proposal has a nexus to 
the icon and threats framework and allows improved strategic, systematic and co-operative 
planning for the alps bioregional landscape. More information can be found at Publications 
and Research/General Interest on the Australian Alps Program website.  Hardcopy 
promotional brochures are available from the Alps Program Manager, pictured below. 
 

 
 
THREE MOUNTAIN WEBSITES: Here are three Australian Alpine websites of note to folk 
with an alpine nexus. Whether your interest is in cultural heritage, ski area history, or 
perspectives on current land and community interests, have a look at: 

http://www.australianmountains.com/ Articles about history of Australian mountains 

http://www.nama.org.au/#!home/chvo Australian national alpine (ski) museum  

https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/ Current issues in the Australian Alps / Recreation 

VICTORIAN VOLUNTEERS: A weekend of solid work in mid January by volunteers from the 
Victorian Mobile Landcare Group (VMLCG) focussed on Sallow Willow and English Broom 
removal from Alpine NP Bogong Unit. The VMLCG has a solid partnership with Parks Victoria 
and have operated in the park over many seasons, undertaking identification and removal of 
highly invasive species as also moss bed erosion control works on the Bogong High Plains.  
Works were undertaken at a high-value site which contains the one known population of 
Enigmatic Greenhood (Pterostylis aenigma), an orchid endemic to the mountains of eastern 
Victoria. Special thanks to Will Honybun, Keith Primrose and James Tomlinson. 

Parks Victoria Whitfield in conjunction with the Wangaratta Four Wheel Drive Club ran a 
maintenance day on the Top Crossing Hut, also in mid January. It was a fantastic day, and all 
put in a huge amount of effort. Everything and anything that required fixing was repaired, the 
hut even got a coat of paint. Thanks to summer ranger Simeon Buckley for organising and 
the morning tea provided by Ranger Team Leader Chris Clarke was most appreciated. 

http://www.australianmountains.com/
http://www.nama.org.au/#!home/chvo
https://themountainjournal.wordpress.com/


 
 

 

VICTORIAN STAFF UPDATE:  Rudi Pleschutschnig the talented horse and dog trapping 
ranger has sadly bid farewell to Parks Victoria’s office at Mount Beauty. It’s quite a hole that 
has been left - his well-honed bushman skills will take some filling. Good luck Rudi!  

Darin Lynch, Visitor Services planner (below at right) based at Parks Victoria Bright, attended 
Thredbo Alpine Resort, NSW for the 5th round of the 2015/16 National Mountain Bike Series. 
He achieved a 3rd in Masters (40-49 age group) in the XCO (Cross Country Olympic) event, 
which has followed with 2nd at the 1st round at Mt Taylor, Bairnsdale and 2nd at the 2nd 
round at Stromlo Forest Park, Canberra. Top job Darin and all within Coo-eee of the alps. 

 

NSW NEWS: NPWS service staff from Kosciuszko National Park have had two deployments 
to the Tasmanian fires so far this summer. Six staff were in the first team in early February.  
Task Force Two led by Area Manager Anthony Evans has eight staff who will be working in 
the northern part of the state. Divisional Commander Andrew Miller noted it will be excellent 
to be working in another alpine/sub-alpine landscape with colleagues from across the ditch, 
learning and sharing operational tactics. 

Between February 15th and March 14th the public has a chance to make input into an aspect 
of the Kosciuszko NP Management Plan, specifically the carrying capacity of the resorts and 
future options for environmental performance standards is being looked at.  To better 



 
 

understand the issue there is a background paper available at 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/alpineresorts/alpine-carrying-capacity-consult.htm 
Comments on the review can be made by submission through the noted webpage.  

Ben Correy is about to start as the new Brindabella / Bimberi Ranger. Welcome to the Alps-
Queanbeyan team Ben. 

& MORE VOLUNTEERS: Collaboration brings great results and the cooperative actions of 
NPWS staff, Greening Australia and Canberra bushwalking club members demonstrates this.  
A team of 14 Greening Australia volunteers has contributed to a number of Mouse-ear 
Hawkweed survey days back in mid December. Ground survey teams, some dropped in by 
helicopter had a survey focus on the Strzelecki catchment where a number of the highly 
invasive plants were found.   

And in early February a weed buster weekend treated a number of sites/plants around 
Seamans Hut – Rawsons Pass. Two days of Revegetation work was also undertaken.  Good 
credit to Hawkweed Control Project Officer Jo Caldwell for the coordination effort. Another top 
example of agencies and community collectives working together across the wider alps 
landscape. (Below, left) Lois Padgham of ACT Parks and Conservation Service and a 
Canberra Bushwalking Club member found this one. 

 x  

AND IN THE ACT: Since October 2015, Lois Padgham and other Parks and Conservation 
Service staff have been regularly taking the three hour round trip to the upper reaches of the 
Cotter River in Namadgi National Park to collect live fuel samples from the treetops, shrubs 
and grasses in a typical patch of forest. Close by is a remarkable piece of technology, looking 
very like a weather station, but is in reality a cosmic ray sensor. It uses an entirely new 
technology that relies on the interaction of intergalactic cosmic rays with water in the 
proximity of the sensor, to measure soil moisture. Together with Lois’s live fuel moisture 
content data, it will be used to produce a satellite based fuel moisture model for south-east 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/alpineresorts/alpine-carrying-capacity-consult.htm


 
 

Australia’s forests and will look at the relationship between fuel moisture model and fuel 
moisture samples. Where does the sling shot (pictured above right) come in? For collecting 
leaves from the canopy of course! 

Namadgi National Park’s very own Michelle Jenkins is currently walking from Walhalla to 
Canberra on the Australian Alps Walking Track. This adventure is 660km long and will take 
about 5 weeks to complete. Michelle left Victoria on February 1st and is returning to Namadgi 
on March 8th to raise awareness and funds for Post Traumatic Stress Disorder with money 
raised going to “Picking Up The Peaces”. You can show your support by donating at 
https://www.gofundme.com/84gcf2hw 

 

FROM A COMMONWEALTH PERSPECTIVE: The Commonwealth Minister for the 
Environment has approved the National Recovery Plan for the Alpine Sphagnum Bogs and 
Associated Fens Ecological Community and the plan is now in place under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). It can be accessed on the 
Commonwealth’s Department of the Environment’s website at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/alpine-
sphagnum-bogs-associated-fens. The plan will help to guide and support future conservation 
efforts and encourage applications for research and grant funding, including through 
Commonwealth funding initiatives such as the National Landcare and Green Army 
programmes. 

 

 

 

News from the Alps is published by the Australian Alps national parks. Program Manager and Editor is Andrew 
Nixon, Parks Victoria office, 46 Bakers Gully Road, Bright VIC 3741, Andrew.Nixon@parks.vic.gov.au . For 
more information about the Alps, including information about the Parks, other publications and news, visit the 
Australian Alps Web Page, www.australianalps.environment.gov.au . Thank you to those who have made the 
time to be interviewed, and to the photographers for their images. Without this support, News from the Alps 
would not be possible. 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/84gcf2hw
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/recovery/alpine-sphagnum-bogs-associated-fens
www.australianalps.environment.gov.au



