
     
 

2. Summary of Pre1960 
Fire Events 
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OVERVIEW OF THE EARLY EUROPEAN PERIOD 

Early European management varied from one leaseholder to another dependent upon 

their views or inclinations, but on average fire frequency increased as the number of 

graziers (particularly shepherds) increased. This increase was first of all from the 

intentional introduction of fire for the purposes of pasture management, as the forester 

Baldur Byles was told in 1932: 

“I am told by men who worked here over thirty years ago, that their first job 

was to burn and keep on burning the woody shrubs and snow gum.” 

Byles 1932 

Photographs taken by Byles in 1932 through the NSW Alps (figures 12 to 17) show 

vast areas of fire-scorch and fire-killed Snowgum forest. This may have been the 

product of either bushfire or intentional burning, but in either case the burnt areas are 

clearly of a very large scale. The fact that none of these events are remembered 

suggests that such events were not necessarily considered noteworthy, and allows the 

possibility that fires of this scale may have been commonplace events during this 

period of history. During a 6-month survey of fire effects in the mountains Byles 

stated that in all of the mountains he was able to find only 1 site in the Pilot area that 

had not been damaged by excessive use of fire (Banks 1989). Byles saw strong 

evidence that vast areas of Alpine Ash (E. delegatensis) forest that had previously 

survived for centuries had in recent times been lost to overly frequent fire. 

A possible explanation of the fire damage observed by Byles is that it was mainly the 

result of a single large fire event such as that of 1926, possibly comparable in size to 

the events of 1939, 1952 and 2003. While this may have been the cause of the most 

obvious recent burning, Byles found widespread evidence that it was not at all the 

only widespread fire to have affected the land he was observing. Byles described 4 

stages of degradation in the Snowgum forest: 

1.	 Large diameter, single-stemmed trees 

2.	 Trees growing in a coppice formation following fire 

3.	 Dead Snowgum coppices resulting from repeated burning of the site 

4.	 Total removal of the trees through death followed by further burning of 

stumps 

The results of his survey found: 

“The snow gum has been killed on all the level and sloping top country, this 

includes the whole of the main divide from Kosciuszko to Bulls Peak, about 

half of the Murray plateau, all of Robertson’s Ridge, and all of the snow gum 

part of Scammell’s Ridge. On about half of the Murray Plateau, especially 

the region near Round Mountain, the snow gum has been replaced by snow 

gum coppice scrub, mainly on the steeper slopes and rocky knobs… 

In all other places the stand has been killed partly or wholly by fire, the 

species is a very fire sensitive one as far as concerns the part of the tree 

above the ground; it coppices very abundantly after burning but successive 

burnings kill it all together. In the ultimate stage of destruction there is 
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nothing left but the remains of the old coppiced stumps at ground level in the 

form of a ring of wood up to 5 ft in diameter; on a large part of the country 

(especially the more accessible country) these stumps have disappeared, and 

no more sign at all of the original stand is left.” 

This summary of the area suggests that: 

•	 the subalpine country covering about half of the “Murray Plateau” 

especially around Round Mountain had been burnt recently 

•	 all the level and sloping “top country” (excluding the alpine area which 

had previously been mapped) had been burnt often enough to kill the trees, 

and in some places to remove even their stumps. 

Photographs taken prior to Byles visit support this assertion. According to Banks 

(1986), figure 18 was photographed in the early 1930s and the quantity of dead trees 

on the slopes of the Ramshead Range are probably the results of the 1926 fire. An 

earlier photograph (figure 19) however show widespread dead Snowgum stems 

through the Pipers Gap / Daners Gap area in approximately 1920. This indicates a 

large burnt area in the subalpine / alpine area already in existence 6 years prior to the 

1926 fire. 

The Australian Academy of Science (Turner et al 1957) wrote: 

“There is evidence from the study of growth-rings of trees in the Kosciusko 

area that fires in that area were infrequent before settlement, occurring 

perhaps every 20-30 years. Since then, rarely a year has passed without fire 

in the catchment, and many areas have been purposely burnt by graziers 

every two or three years with the object of improving the pasturage. This is 

particularly so in the Snowy Mountains region, where sheep are still grazed, 

and it is only in the Bogong High Plains, largely a cattleman’s area, that the 

fire-stick has not been a tool of the grazier.” 

The areas burnt were not always those intended by the leaseholders, as the manner in 

which fire was managed allowed for easy escape when the conditions changed. This 

concern over lack of care with fire in the Alps was expressed by Maiden (1898): 

“We observed several smouldering fires which had been started either by 

shepherds burning off the grasses for feed, or by people making camp fires. I 

trust that increased care will be exercised in keeping fires within limits, and 

in carefully extinguishing them when done with, or else great and regrettable 

changes will ere long take place in the charming and scientifically 

interesting vegetation of the mountain.” 

This ‘increased care’ did not occur, and as Luke & McArthur (1978) state, one of the 

‘great and regrettable changes’ was the development of massive bushfires. 

“Fires used to clear vegetation frequently escaped into the bush and did no 

harm, except perhaps to forests, in most seasons. But they did not come to a 

halt in dry years and, as these free-running fires were numbered by the 

hundreds, a condition of widespread conflagration sometimes developed.” 
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In his report on grazing in mountain forests, Mr Justice Stretton (1946) said: 

“Grazing has been a regular recurrent cause of forest fires. Wherever 

grazing has been practiced in mountain forests it has been one of the 

major and most frequent causes of fire.” 

Although the broad area of the Alps was affected by frequent fire as described, much 

of this effect was an unwanted consequence of a neighbour’s management. Individual 

graziers occasionally showed great discernment in planning prescriptions and 

deciding which areas were burnt or left alone. In discussion with the author, Fred 

Fletcher explained that when managing his lease country with Bill Naphthali and 

Bruce Adams between Schlink’s Pass and Mt Twynam and later at Happy Jacks 

(‘Boobee Country’), their practice was to burn only open country on the day of the 

first white frost. As soon as the frost thawed, they would throw out matches into 

patches of scrub or ‘rank’ tussocks and the fires would “almost always” go out by 

themselves on the same day. Unfortunately fires from other areas all too often overran 

the areas protected by one leaseholder, and the overall legacy of the time has been one 

of inappropriate fire management. The influence of some was disproportionate, as 

much of the land management was carried out not by local graziers with an 

opportunity to learn from their mistakes, but by large pastoral companies with 

interstate and international bases. In an ironic twist, the snow-lease system intended to 

provide some level of protection to the country (along with revenue raising) might 

actually have had a detrimental effect. Leaseholders were moved around the area on a 

cyclic basis, generally having no longer than 6 or 7 years to observe the effects of 

their management on the land. As a result, long-term changes on the scale of decades 

such as the colonisation of bare soil by shrubs was not noticed until the rate at which 

it occurred had accelerated beyond their control. It is regrettable that those individuals 

which became quite expert in managing mountain country have been tarred with the 

same brush as some other, more influential individuals that did not know what they 

were doing. 

For many years, the Bogong High Plains were dominated by cattle that, due to their 

preference for taller grasses did not benefit from frequent burning in the same way as 

sheep. Sheep grazing became heavier in the Bogong High Plains after 1890, with 

peaks around 1901, 1914, 1926 and 1939 (Turner et al 1957). It is noteworthy that 

these years coincide with major years of fire damage for both NSW and Victoria, 

although the cause was equally due to the drought that drove the shepherds into the 

area. 

Changes to fuels 

Changes to fuels such as those described in the previous section occurred as a result of 

increased grazing and burning pressure, thereby increasing the connectivity of the 

mountain landscape. In reference to the Victorian Alps, the 1957 report by the 

Australian Academy of Science (Turner et al 1957) found: 

“The forest floor of the surrounding Alpine Ash (Woollybutt) forest (E. 

gigantea) was formerly grassy and was regarded as the choicest of the 
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summer grazing lands, especially as the trees provided shelter for stock in 

the uncertain summer climate. These forests, however, have been regularly 

burnt-off in autumn over a long period of years and this has undoubtedly 

resulted in extensive sheet erosion throughout the Murray and Snowy 

catchments, such as has been reported over and over again. The result of 

this burning has also been that scrub now dominates these areas to the 

exclusion of grass. Not only are they, therefore, a greater fire menace, but 

cattle and sheep now tend to concentrate for grazing on the High Plains, 

finding shelter but little to eat in the adjacent forests.” 

Such changes were accelerated with the movement of rabbits into the area circa 1900; 

these acting to maintain the bare soil so that colonisation by shrubs became an 

inevitable fact. 

This effect of fire had been noticed many years earlier. In his address to Judge 

Stretton following the 1939 fires in Victoria, A.E. Kelso, the engineer in charge of the 

water supply for the Board of Works (cited in Stretton 1939) stated: 

“In the natural forest there is not much scrub. I can show you forests in 

which there is not much scrub and in which you can ride uninterruptedly 

without trouble. I am not going to suggest the forest floor is clean by any 

means; but it does not carry dogwood scrub and this other kind of bush 

which normally follows after fire. 

“We have parts of our areas where there is such scrub, and we will not 

attempt to deny it. There are parts to which fires have had access and we 

have put them out. In those parts I have no doubt you would find bracken 

and dogwood. 

“It is our experience that if fire is excluded that kind of bush will 

gradually revert to the cleaner type of bush” 

The phenomenon of certain forest areas “scrubbing up” after fire with undergrowth, 

Snowgum coppice or saplings is established knowledge amongst many of the 

mountain graziers, some of which deliberately chose not to burn higher forest areas 

for this reason. Roy Hedger (2003) of Snowy Plains wrote of his days on the snow 

leases: 

“I had a piece of land at the head of the Tumut River, I can’t recall ever 

putting a fire out in the summer. When I boiled my billy and we were 

allowed to light fires from the 20
th 

March, it would be a miracle to burn 

a 50 acres in one burn. We would never burn bush country as it would 

make it worse and bring suckers up.” 

Further into this letter, Roy clarified this a little more: 

“I would like to say something else about fires. In my experience, bush 

country should not be burnt above 5000 ft. It’s the clear country that 

should be burnt every five or six years.” 
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Other high country graziers have observed the spread of vigorously burning shrub 

species such as Bossiaea foliosa after fire (Pers. Comms. Greg Russell, Barry 

Aitchison, Fred Fletcher). Mr Harry Reid observed the effects of an intense fire run in 

1939 (Moriarty 1993) 

“Early in this century there were old White Gum (Snow Gum) trees 30 

to 40 feet apart on the slopes above the Snowy River near Island Bend. 

It was easy and pleasant to ride through those woodlands. 

“After the intensely hot 1939 fires thick impenetrable scrub grew and it 

became very difficult to ride through it.” 

Not all plant communities in the mountains were subject to this process, as the issue 

relates to the ecology of the plant species involved, and to the stability of the soil. 

Loss of topsoil is a major issue on steeper country, especially where the soil has a 

large component of humus or peat. Newman (1954) observed that small flat areas 

burnt to remove certain shrubs were often successfully colonised by grasses, but 

steeper areas where the topsoil was exposed by fire or grazing were quickly taken 

over by shrubs. Wimbush & Costin (1979) also found that processes causing topsoil 

loss were major factors encouraging shrub and heath dominance in subalpine 

environments. Photographs of a site at Daners Gap by Alec Costin in 1956, (figure 

10) and Dane Wimbush in 1985, (figure 11) show this trend (Shields 1993). 

Figure  10.  Eroded  ground  in  1956  following  a 

period  of  controlled  grazing  and  regular  burning. 

Photo  Alec  Costin 

Figure  11.  The  same  site  in  1985.  Areas  of  bare  soil 

have  been  colonised  by  shrubs.  Photo  Dane  Wimbush 

Probably the earliest recorded observation of the “scrubbing up” effect was reported 

by Richard Helms in 1893, who stated: 

“A common and in my opinion a very improvident practice, which will 

probably be continued, is the constant burning of the forest and scrubs. 

This proceeding has only a temporary beneficial effect in regard to the 

improvement of the pasture by the springing up of young grass in places 

so cleared, for after a year or so the scrub and underwood spring up 

more densely than ever… however I have seen some very detrimental 

effects from this practice here, because the heavy rains wash the soil 

away from the steep declivities, and it is either carried into the creeks 

and rivers and lost entirely, or it accumulates in the boggy places, and 
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thus becomes useless. The more or less constant diminution of humus in 

the soil of the slopes is a danger not generally recognised.” 

It is important to note that although the trend was to change from grass and herbfield 

dominance to shrub dominance in these areas, it should not be assumed that the 

mountains never had large areas of heathland or forests with a shrubby understorey. 

The issue is not that heathland was created by inappropriate management, but that 

particular practices acted to encourage the spread of these communities. 

Fire frequency and scale 

Luke (1961) reported that in available records for the years 1956 – 58, “burning off” 

was the cause of 61% of fires in NSW, 44% in Victoria and 17% in the ACT. 

Compared to lightning ignitions which caused 8% (NSW), 5% (Vic) and 6% (ACT) 

of all fires, burning practices alone increased the frequency of bushfires from the 

natural level by a factor of 3 in the ACT, 8 in NSW and 9 in Victoria. Noting that: 

a) these figures were collected after pastoral burning was excluded from most 

of the NSW and ACT Alps, and 

b) based on the practices recorded at the time, pastoral burning was possibly 

more intensively focused in the Alps than many other areas, 

it is likely that the actual frequency of fires resulting from burning practices in the 

Alps before this time was significantly greater than the figures reported here. 

A statistical estimate of fire frequency and the frequency of very large (>= 100,000 

Ha) bushfires is possible based upon current trends and fire scar information as 

described in Appendixes I – III. In the early European period, the weight of evidence 

suggests that Kosciuszko National Park probably received fire both naturally and via 

human introduction at a rate of about 50 bushfires per annum. Wimbush & Costin 

(1979) gave the number of fires at altitudes greater than 1220m during this period to 

be between 100 – 200 per annum, a figure which includes localised small scale fires 

which did not escape. Given the frequency of fires and the average age of the fuels, 

fires of 100,000 Ha and greater probably occurred on average every 12 years. In the 

early part of this period these fires may have been patchy due to the natural 

domination of grass and herbfields, accentuated by the spread of large areas of bare 

eroded ground. Later in the period such fires would have more regularly attained very 

high to extreme intensity due to the proliferation of shrubs creating a fuel ladder and 

thereby facilitating crown fire. 
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Figure  12.  Geehi  Valley  showing  fire  damage  right  up  to  the  tree  line.  Regenerating  Mountain  Gum  Eucalyptus 

dalrympleana  can  be  seen  into  the  mid-distance,  and  dead  Snowgum  stems  are  visible  as  a  grey  haze  below  the 

treeline.  (Byles 1 932) 
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Figure  13.  Southern  Grey  Mare  Range  showing  fire-killed  Snowgum  stems a long  the  length  of  the  range.  (Byles 

1932) 

Figure  14.  Northern  Grey  Mare  Range  showing  fire-killed  Snowgum  stems.  (Byles  1932) 
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Figure  15.  Jagungal  area  showing  fire-killed  Snowgum  stems  to  the  horizon.  (Byles  1932) 

Figure  16.  Looking  south  from  Round  Mountain.  The  grey  haze  across  the  hill  tops  is c aused  by  fire-killed 

Snowgum  stems.  (Byles  1932) 
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Figure  17.  Burkes  Gorge  area,  fire-killed  Snowgum  stems.  (Byles  1932) 

Figure  18.  Aerial  view  of  the  Thredbo  valley  in  the  early  1930s,   photo  from  Adastra  airways 
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Figure  19.  Looking  from  Daners G ap  towards P ipers G ap  in  ca  1920.  Photo  Thomas  Griffith  Taylor  collection.  Nat. 

Lib.  Aust. 
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Locality Nearest Accuracy Comments Sources 

Park/Reserve  (Tab. 1) 

1645 

Schlink’s Pass KNP 2 Fire scars in sub alpine Snowgum Barker 

woodland 1988 

1730 

Mt  Baw Baw 2   Fire in the E. regnans forests Fahy 2004 

Disappointment indicated by the tree age 

1739 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1750 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1772 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1781 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1790 

Thredbo Valley KNP 2 Ski slopes – dendrochronological Banks 

evidence indicates areas burnt 1987 

1791 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1805 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1815 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1828 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1830 

Thredbo Valley KNP 2 Ski slopes – dendrochronological Banks 

evidence indicates areas burnt 1987 

TABLE 2 

SUMMARY OF PRE 1960 FIRE EVENTS 
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1831
 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1832-33 

Tumut KNP 1  Observation that the grass in areas of Flood 1980 

the Bogong Range had been recently 

burnt, possibly Aboriginal in origin 

1835-36 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1841 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1845-46 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

KNP KNP 1  View from the “Snowy Mountains” Clarke 

by Townsend: “The lower parts of 1860 

the country were burning, dense 

masses of smoke obscuring the 

horizon in all directions”. The area of 

Townsend’s survey had also recently 

been burnt. 

1848-49 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1850 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1850-51 

Victoria Possibly 1 “ ‘Black Thursday’ – day of terror. Foley 

Alpine, Baw From the Wimmera to the sea, and 1947, 

Baw, Buffalo from Portland to the fringe of Blainey 

Gippsland, practically no area 1999, Gill 

 completely escaped. The worst 1978 

effects were experienced in Plenty 

Range, Westernport and Dandenong 

districts, and practically all settled 

areas thence to the South Australian 

 Border”. Essentially a western fire, 

but may have influenced parts of the 

western Victorian Alps. The worst 

 days (in particular Thursday 
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February 6) burnt under the influence 

of a northerly wind – probably NNW 

as the sky in Tasmania was 

blackened sufficiently for many 

locals to believe that the second 

coming was upon them. Rough 

estimates give a burnt area of 

7,600,000 Ha or a quarter of the 

state. 

1851
 

NSW Alps KNP 1 George Clarke observed that the Pyne 1991 

“country through the whole survey 

was burnt” 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1854-55 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

Cobberas Alpine 2 Mueller forced to leave the Mooney 

mountains mountains due to excessive smoke 2004 

coming from the Cobberas during 

February 1854 

1858 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1860 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1861-64 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1862-63 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1864 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1866 

Western fall KNP 1 Howitt in January commented on “… Young 

Main Range tremendous bushfires which have 2005 

been raging in these mountains all 
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summer…” The side of the range 

next to Leatherbarrel Ck. Had been 

burnt. There was evidence of fire in 

the higher areas in the form of areas 

of dead trees and sapling regrowth. 

1870-71
 

Lower Snowy 

Area 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 

KNP 

2 

1 

area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt 

– dendrochronological evidence 

General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Pulsford 

1991 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

1872 

Brindabella 

range 

Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Banks 

1982 

1874 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

1875-76 

Lower Snowy 

Area 

KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt 

– dendrochronological evidence 

Pulsford 

1991 

1876 

Brindabella 

range 

Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Banks 

1982 

Brindabella 

range 

Brindabella, 

KNP, 

Namadgi 

1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Pryor 1939 

1877 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

1878-79 

Lower Snowy 

Area 

South 

Gippsland 

KNP 

Alpine, Baw 

Baw, Snowy 

River 

2 

1 

area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt 

– dendrochronological evidence 

“According to an account given in 

The land of the Lyrebird, page 142, 

the summer (1878-79) (?) was a dry 

one, and the whole of the south 

Pulsford 

1991 

Foley 1947 

Gippsland country was on fire. 

Although narrow escape from injury 

from numerous falling trees is 

mentioned, no actual loss of human 

life is recorded.’ 

1879 
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Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1881 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1882 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1882-83 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1884 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1885 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1889 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1890-91 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1892 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1894-95 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1895 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1895-96 
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Victorian Alps Alpine, Baw 

Baw, Buffalo, 

Snowy River 

1 “Serious losses reported at 

Barnawartha, Steiglitz, Foster, and in 

Gippsland at Heyw??, also at 

Charlton, Bright and Byaduk, 

Chiltern, Egerton, Ferntree Gully, 

Gordon, Merino, Macarthur, 

Foley 1947 

Rutherglen, &c. The heat was 

intense, and considerable losses in 

stock, grass, timber, fencing and 

homesteads noted. No loss of life 

reported.” 

1896-97 

South 

Gippsland 

Baw Baw 1 December 3 fires mentioned at 

Neerim South. May not have affected 

forests, only fencing damage 

mentioned. Fires mentioned again on 

January 4 at Neerim. 

Foley 1947 

1897 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

1897-98 

Gippsland Alpine, Baw 

Baw, Buffalo?, 

Snowy River? 

1 “Red Tuesday”  (1 Feb 1898) or 

“Gippsland” fires. Record for Jan 14 

to Feb 13: “Calamitous bush fires in 

Gippsland. Two townships destroyed 

(Neerim & Thorpdale). Hundreds of 

settlements burnt out. Great loss of 

Foley 

1947, Gill 

1978 

stock, &c. No loss of life.” “These 

fires were far reaching and spread 

over the whole state, being most 

severe in Gippsland. The outbreak 

was the most severe on record. The 

hot spell broke on 14
th

 February, 

1898, when there was general 

rainfall.” 

1898-99 

Lower Snowy 

Area 

Brindabella 

range 

Brindabella 

range 

KNP 

Namadgi 

Brindabella, 

KNP, 

Namadgi 

2 

2 

1 

area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt 

– dendrochronological evidence 

1899 

Mt Ginini south slope – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Pulsford 

1991 

Banks 

1982 

Pryor 1939 

1900 

Thredbo Valley KNP 2 Ski slopes – dendrochronological 

evidence indicates areas burnt 

Banks 

1987 

57 



 

 

 

 

 

Gippsland Alpine, Baw 1 “Severe fires in Gippsland” Foley 1947 

Baw, Buffalo, 

Snowy River 

1900-1 

Mansfield Alpine 1 Fire recorded in the Mansfield area Foley 1947 

21-23 January 1901 

1901-02 

Neerim Baw Baw 1 December 31 1901. Fires listed in Foley 1947 

Gippsland with damage at Neerim 

North – may have affected Baw Baw 

1902-03 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1903 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1904-05 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1904-05 

North Alpine 1 December 27 – 29 fires recorded at Foley 1947 

Gippsland Gippsland North 

1905 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1905-06 

Gippsland Alpine, Baw 1 26 Jan – 1 March. “Fearful fires in Foley 1947 

Baw Gippsland” – localities not known, 

may not have been in alps areas. 

1906 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1906-07 

Warragul Baw Baw 1 Fires at Warragul – may have Foley 1947 

affected Baw Baw 

1907 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1908-09 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 
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1911
 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1912 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1912-13 

Gippsland Baw Baw 1 “Serious bushfires in Gippsland. Foley 1947 

Much damage done. Flames a mile 

and a half wide.” Possibly affecting 

Baw Baw but this is not known. 

1913 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1915 

Round Mt KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1919 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1919-20 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

Brindabella to Namadgi 3 Unknown Env. ACT 

Orroral 2004a, 

ACT ESB 

2004 

1920 

Bolton’s Ridge KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1923 

Bago KNP 1 “Recent fires in the forests caused the Foley 1947 

destruction of 40,000 acres of grass 

and a large quantity of valuable 

timber. Believed to be caused by 

incendiarism.” 
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1923-24
 

Victorian Alps Alpine, Baw 

Baw, Buffalo, 

Snowy River 

1 Fires beginning south Gippsland in 

mid January 1924 continue into late 

February. Feb 24 report: “Outbreaks 

at Mansfield. Boy dies from burns. 

Clean sweep of country near Bonnie 

Doon: Albury district in grave 

danger. Twelve mile front of fire at 

Omeo. Mountains ablaze at Riddell 

Foley 1947 

and a serious outbreak at 

Amphitheatre.” 

1924 

Brindabella 

range 

Brindabella, 

KNP, 

Namadgi 

1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Pryor 1939 

1924-25 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

1925 

Brindabella 

range 

Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Banks 

1982 

1925-26? 

Lower Snowy 

Area 

KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt 

– dendrochronological evidence 

Pulsford 

1991 

1926 

Thredbo 

Valley, Geehi, 

KNP alpine 

area 

KNP 2 Ski slopes – dendrochronological 

evidence indicates areas burnt. ‘This 

wildfire appears to have burnt 

downslope reaching the valley floor 

only in the southern part of the valley 

including the site of the present day 

ski slopes. This suggests the fire 

came from the west eg. The Geehi 

Valley, burning across the alpine 

zone or fire spotting into the Thredbo 

Valley. Alternatively the fire may 

have originated in the valley perhaps 

near the break at Thredbo itself.” 

Banks 

1986 

Pinch/Jacob’s 

rivers 

KNP 1 Anonymous report Pulsford 

1991 

Corin Rd to 

Boorooma 

Namadgi 3 Historical map at low accuracy Env. ACT 

2004a 

Rocks 

Brindabella 

range 

General ACT 

Brindabella, 

KNP, 

Namadgi 

Namadgi 

1 

3 

General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Unknown 

Pryor 1939 

ACT ESB 
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files 2004
 

Canberra 

Albury to 

Canberra 

South 

Gippsland 

Geehi Valley, 

western fall of 

the Main Range 

Namadgi / 

Tidbinbilla 

KNP, 

Brindabella, 

Namadgi, 

Tidbinbilla 

Alpine, Baw 

Baw 

KNP 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1925-26 

Dense smoke in Canberra between 

24 and 31 January 1926. Fires 

reported burning on a five mile 

(8km) front west of the 

Murrumbidgee 

Foley 1947 

“Immense damage being done 

between Canberra and Albury by a 

chain of fires which ravaged nearly 

200, 000 acres of grass and timber 

country”, reported 4
th

 February 1926, 

reports still coming from Albury & 

Wagga on February 15. 

Foley 1947 

‘Black Sunday’ fires. “Disastrous 

fires (with much loss of human life) 

in Noojee (Gippsland district), also 

Kinglake, Powelltown, Warburton, 

Gilderoy localities, and on 

Dandenong Ranges. Considered to be 

the most widespread and disastrous 

fire since the calamitous Gippsland 

fires of January and February 1898, 

and as far as human life is concerned, 

it was the most calamitous on 

record.” Record for February 1926. 

Noojee (Baw Baw area) and most 

alpine areas hit on 14 February. Total 

area burnt estimated at 360,000 Ha, 

31 deaths. 

Foley 

1947, Fahy 

2004 

Photographic evidence shows signs 

of intense fire activity having 

covered the wester fall from the tree 

line over Sentinel Peak / Watson’s 

Crags / Townsend West Ridge down 

to the Geehi River. 

Byles 1932 

1926-27 

Albury / Wagga 

/ Gundagai 

Mansfield – 

Martin’s Gap 

KNP 

Alpine 

1 

2 

“Most serious fires ever experienced” 

in December, may have extended 

into Alps areas 

Foley 1947 

Fire “swept over Martin’s Gap” 

toward Mansfield on 26 January 

Foley 1947 

1927-28 

Upper Tooma 

Catchment 

KNP 1 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 
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1928-29
 

Bombala area KNP 1 Bush fires reported to damage stock, Foley 1947 

may have affected areas of Byadbo 

wilderness (Biddi) 

1930-31 

Bulls Head Namadgi 3 Unknown Banks 

1982 

1931-32 

Kiewa Valley Alpine, 1 January 29 “Fire in hills higher up Foley 1947 

Buffalo Kiewa Valley 

Bright Alpine, 1 February 3 “Fire raging in Black Foley 1947 

Buffalo Range” 

Noojee Baw Baw 1 February 5 “Nine people lost their Foley 1947 

lives in bush fires which swept 

through the district, wiping out the 

township of Gilderoy and several 

sawmills. Miles of valuable timber 

and grassland burnt” 2 people fatally 

burnt at Warragul 

Victorian Alps Alpine, Baw 1 Total area burnt in Victoria from the Foley 1947 

Baw, Buffalo fires between Dec 21 & Feb 6: 206, 

000 Ha from 307 fires. 

1932 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

1931-33? 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1932-33 

Glen Wills Alpine 1 Grass fires burning January 11 may Foley 1947 

have extended into mountains – Glen 

Wills threatened. 

1933 

Brindabella Brindabella, 1 General reference – Pryor 1939 

range KNP, dendrochronological evidence 

Namadgi indicates areas burnt 

Mt Franklin, Mt Namadgi 3 Unknown Env. ACT 

Ginini, 2004a 

Gingera/Cotter 

fires 

1933-34 

Erica Baw Baw 1 Erica surrounded by fire on midnight Foley 1947 

22
nd

 October under strong N wind 

1934-35 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

1935 
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Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – Banks 

range dendrochronological evidence 1982 

indicates areas burnt 

1936
 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1937-38
 

Wulgulmerang Alpine 3 16,800 Ha burnt in the Reedy Ck and DSE 2003 

Buchan River area 

1938-39
 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Brindabella Namadgi 2 Mt Ginini south slope – 

range dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Brindabella Brindabella 1 General reference – 

Range dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

Round Mt KNP 2	 General reference – 

dendrochronological evidence 

indicates areas burnt 

1938-39
 

Raeder – 

Roitzsch & 

Phillips 

1958 

Banks 

1982 

Pryor 1939 

Barker 

1988 

ACT Namadgi 3	 Map digitised from ACT Emergency ACT ESB 

website shows larger burnt area that 2004, Env. 

ties in with the areas mapped by ACT 

NPWS SWS region for Brindabella 2004a 

area. Smaller, more precise area 

taken from Environment ACT GIS 

data files does not tie in with 

Brindabella records. Original source 

of either map is not known 

Brindabella KNP 3 Fire records collected by NPWS NPWS 

area SWS Region 2003 

Victoria Alpine, Baw 3 Map believed to have been part of Stretton 

Baw, Mt original Judge Stretton Royal 1939a, 

Buffalo, SR Commission Report. 71 lives lost in Foley 1947 

Victoria in the “Black Friday” fires. 

NSW KNP 1,2	 Map compiled for this report from 

historical/dendrochronological evidence – see 

table 5 

1939-43?
 

Dip South KNP 2	 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1939-40
 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford
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Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

Berridale KNP 1 Serious fire started from Billy fire Aitchison, 

where Berridale Golf course is Ellis 2004 

presently situated. Spread rabidly 

through hills behind Berridale along 

a very narrow front, ‘blowing out’ in 

damp country. 

Lees Ck Namadgi 3 Unknown, bushfire probably from Env. ACT 

lightning 2004a 

Mt Gingera Namadgi 3 Unknown, bushfire probably from Env. ACT 

fires lightning 2004a 

Tanjil Bren Baw Baw 1 “Bush fires destroyed 31 huts, a new Foley 1947 

home, fourteen cars, trucks, &c.”, 

Feb 15-16. Fires mentioned again 

March 13 as burning mills 

1941 

Happy’s KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1941-43? 

Dip North KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

Toolong KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1941-44? 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

Tabletop / KNP 1 Greg Russell involved fighting a fire Russell, 

Providence that had burnt the country between Greg 2004 

Portal Tabletop Mt and Providence Portal. 

Total spread was not known. 

1942-43 

Western fall Mt Brindabella 3 Bushfire NPWS 

Coree 2003 

1943 

McKeahnie’s KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1943-44 

Mt Franklin Namadgi 4 Unknown Env. ACT 

2004a 

Mt Gingera Namadgi 4 Unknown Env. ACT 

2004a 

Erica Baw Baw 1 Fires reported March 28 – 30 1944 Foley 1947 

Vic Alps Alpine 1 Counties of Dargo, Bogong and Foley 

Tambo reported fire in this season. 1947, Fahy 
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Grass fires in Victoria claim 51 lives 2004 

1944 

Dip South KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1945-46 

Dip North KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

Pierces Ck Brindabella 3 Bushfire NPWS 

2003 

1946 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1947 

Bolton’s Ridge KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1948-49 

Lower Snowy KNP 2 area near Scotchies’ Old Yards burnt Pulsford 

Area – dendrochronological evidence 1991 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder – 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

1948 

Dip South KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1949 

Bolton’s Ridge KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1949-50 

Cotter River Namadgi 4 southern fire was bushfire with Env. ACT 

lightning ignition 2004a 

1951 

Strumbo KNP 2 General reference – Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1951-52 

Naas Valley Namadgi 4 December fire Env. ACT 

2004a 

Southern Namadgi 4 January bushfire caused by electrical Env. ACT 

Canberra fault 2004c, 

Sullivan 

2004 
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Mt Stromlo Namadgi 4	 Partial area of February bushfire Env. ACT 

caused by lightning ignitions 2004c, 

Sullivan 

2004 

General Snowy KNP 1	 51,000 Ha burnt in the NSW Alps Forestry 

Mountains and immediately surrounding land by NSW 1952 

60 fires. 41 fires due to illegal 

burning off, the rest due to natural 

and accidental means. 

Snowy KNP, Alpine 3	 200,000 Ha of fire damage mapped Soil Cons.
 

Mountains, in the Hume catchment of NSW Serv. 1953
 

Davey’s Plains only, extending from Forest Hill / 

Quambat Flat north to Tumbarumba 

and the Bago plateau and westward 

 to the Murray as far north as 

 Khancoban. It is clear from the map 

that the fire burnt much of Victoria to 

the west and south of the Murray as 

 well as the eastern side of the Great 

Divide although there is no record of 

the extent. Fire damage above 

moderate mapped as follows: 

moderate (40% to 75% trees killed) – 

57,000 Ha. Severe (75% to 95% trees 

killed) – 41,000 Ha. Extreme (95% to 

100% trees killed) – 10,200 Ha. 

Severe and extreme damage was 

almost entirely limited to higher 

altitude forest areas on the Grey 

Mare and Main Ranges. Lower 

altitude forest areas received light to 

moderate damage and the high 

Jagungal plateau was either unburnt 

or only very lightly burnt with the 

exception of small patches of severe 

 damage. The alpine area appears to 

have been unburnt in the main, with 

  some severe fire runs extending onto 

 Dicky Cooper’s Bogong, the 

 Wilkinson’s Valley and the Swampy 

Plain River. The main fire run 

appears to have continued eastward 

through the upper Tumut River, 

White’s River Corridor and Dead 

Horse Gap south through the Pilot 

Wilderness. As light fire damage was 

not mapped (but measured as 92,000 

Ha), an estimate was drawn up by 

joining and buffering the higher 
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damage areas, and is included as an 

appendix to this report. 

Mangoplah / KNP area 3 Started 22 Jan from rail workers Sullivan 

Corryong burning off. Over the 24-25
th

 Jan it 2004 

burnt 98 km, eventually covering 

330,000Ha 

Gelantipy Snowy River 3 6,800 Ha burnt on the Gelantipy DSE 2003 

plateau 

1952-53 

Upper Tooma KNP 1 General reference – Raeder 

Catchment dendrochronological evidence Roitzsch & 

indicates areas burnt Phillips 

1958 

Coree Hut Brindabella 4 Bushfire NPWS 

2003 

1953 

Strumbo KNP 2 General reference  Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1953-54 

Naas Valley Namadgi 4 December fire Env. ACT 

2004a 

Mt Bimberi Namadgi 4 December fire, ACT area only Env. ACT 

mapped 2004a 

Half Moon Ck Namadgi 4 Lightning fire Env. ACT 

2004b 

1954-55 

Shanahan’s Mt Namadgi 4 December bushfire caused by Env. ACT 

lightning 2004b 

1955 

Strumbo KNP 2 General reference  Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1956 

Strumbo KNP 2 General reference  Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

1956-57 

Tharwa / Namadgi 4 Bushfire, unknown cause, May 1957 Env. ACT 

Williamsdale 2004b 

1959 

Strumbo KNP 2 General reference  Barker 

dendrochronological evidence 1988 

indicates areas burnt 

Dartmouth Alpine 3 930 Ha burnt between Limestone DSE 2003 

Gap and present Wombat Ck Ref. 

area 
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